Laser assisted balloon angioplasty in peripheral vascular surgery: a preliminary report.
Laser/balloon thermal angioplasty has proven to be a valuable adjunct in our management of peripheral vascular disease. The initial trials have produced a 77% success rate, a 3% incidence of complications, and no morbidity. Patient acceptance has been high and the return to prior activities in less than 1 week is an appreciated advantage. Laser/balloon angioplasty expands the armamentarium of the vascular surgeon and makes possible broader applications of standard vascular surgical techniques.